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Amnesty demands independent
investigation into twin encounters
Hyderabad: Amnesty International India (AII) on
Thursday demanded Telangana and AP to order
independent criminal investigations into controversial
encounters in Alair and Sheshachalam forest. In a release
issued on Thursday, AII referred about the encounter of
Viquaruddin and four others were seen handcuffed inside
the van at the time of encounter. “According to guidelines
issued by NHRC in 2014, alleged fake encounters must be
probed by an independent agency,” the release added. In
another release, referring to the Seshachalam forest
encounter in which 20 wood-cutters from TN were killed,
Amnesty said that after the independent investigation, “if
it is found that killings are unlawful, those responsible
should be brought to justice”. TNN

SIMI ‘activist’ picked up from train
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Guntur: Police picked
up a suspected activist
of the banned Students
Islamic Movement of
India (SIMI) while he
was travelling by Tirumala Express at Tenali
station in the early
hours of Thursday.
The police shifted
him for interrogation.
Special police teams

headed by Tenali DSP M
Soujanya
conducted
searches in Tirupati-Visakhapatnam Tirumala
Express following a tipoff from the headquarters in Hyderabad. The
train was stopped for
about 15 minutes to allow the police to complete the search operation. The suspect has
been identified as one
Muneer Ahmed of Chit-

toor district. The police
questioned him for allegedly carrying the
maps of MP and Rajasthan.
The police conducted similar searches at
Bapatla railway station.
In Nellore, police picked
up 11 Muslim youths on
the suspicion that they
have links with terror
organisations.
Muslim
intellec-

tuals have alleged that
the police are targeting
Muslim youths branding them as SIMI activists.
“We are not against
the searches. But picking up youngsters just
because they happen to
be Muslims is highly objectionable and undemocratic,” said Muslim
United Front leader Habeebur Rahman.
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Muslim body demands high-level
judicial probe into encounter killings

ALMANAC

ll India Majlis-e-Mushawarat, an apex
body of different Muslim
organisations in the country, has
urged the Centre to form a high-level judicial
panel for a time-bound probe into the recent
killing of five undertrial alleged SIMI
activists. The Majlis chief Zafurul Islam in a
statement on Thursday said all independent
accounts suggested that the victims were
handcuffed when the killing took place. Khan
said senior NDA functionaries were asserting
that “Indian Muslims were immune to the
designs of International terrorism” while the
security forces were “in fact pushing Muslim
youths into the hands of the forces of
extremism and terrorism”. PTI
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Fajar | 5.02 am (Saturday) to 5.58 am
Zohar | 2.27 pm to 4.37 pm
Asar | 4.38 pm to 6.31 pm
Maghrib | 6.36 pm to 7.44 pm
Isha | 7.45 pm to 4.40 am

